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In August of 2007, IPSF launched a new campaign called 
The Anti-Counterfeit Drugs Campaign (ACDC). This 
campaign serves as a milestone in the efforts to stop 
counterfeit medicines. The campaign is primarily geared 
towards health care students. The main objective of this 
project is to increase the general awareness among health 
care students about the risks associated with counterfeit 
and substandard medicines.  

Counterfeit and substandard medicines are a serious public health concern. A counterfeit medicine is deliberately and 
fraudulently mislabeled with respect to identity and/or source. Forging can apply to both branded and generic 
products. Counterfeit medicines include products with the correct ingredients, the wrong ingredients (which can be 
toxic), without active ingredients, insufficient active ingredients, or fake packaging. Moreover, the appearance of a 
counterfeit medicine usually mimics that of the original one. 

Pharmacists, physicians, nurses, and other healthcare professionals play an important role in educating the public 
about the risks and dangers of counterfeit and substandard medicines. This campaign aims to increase awareness 
among health care students and empower them with information about the threats of counterfeit and substandard 
medicines to public health. The campaign's goal, by targeting health care students, is to encourage future healthcare 
professionals to continually combat counterfeit drugs throughout their career. 

A working group was set up at the launch of the campaign to create materials for and facilitate the running of the 
campaign. The working group is made up of the following people: 

Chair Co-ordinator:  Melissa Teo (Individual Member, Australia) 
Promotions Co-ordinator:  Jane Ai-Chen Ho (Taiwan) 
Contents Co-ordinator:  Christine Cooper (United States) 
Publications Co-ordinator: Sharon Leung (Canada) 
Members:   Juha Mönkäre (Finland) - Audrey Clarissa (Indonesia) 
     Mohamed Siam (Bangladesh) - April Jane Chan (Canada)  
     Noran Seralgeldeen (Egypt) - Rami Ahmed (Egypt) - Asmaa Khashba (Egypt) 

  

The group is working hard at the moment to create campaign materials and a toolkit. We work closely with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) on this campaign. We are always keen 
on having more members to join our committee and participate in our discussion via our Yahoo E-group.  

If you are passionate about combating counterfeit medicines, please contact counterfeit@ipsf.org to become a 
member of our team!  

Thank you, 

Melissa Teo 
Anti-Counterfeit Drugs Campaign Co-ordinator 
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IPSF Secretariat  

PO Box 84200, 2508 AE Den Haag, The Netherlands  

Interested in sending an article to IPSF Newsletter? Please send your article and photos to  publications@ipsf.org   
If you have any queries, do not hesitate to contact us at  publications@ipsf.org  or ipsf@ipsf.org   
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In 2008, the (Association of Portuguese 

Pharmaceutical Students) commemorated the tenth 

anniversary of the Patient Counselling Event. This year 

had one of the largest participations to date, showing 

that students take interest in extra-curricular activities 

while completing their academic studies. Students can 

have fun while developing their clinical and 

communication skills. 

 

The main goal of the event is to help students grasp the responsibilities of the pharmacist in the community setting. 

Each participant is given a scenario where he or she must solve a potential issue and effectively communicate a 

solution. Participants are assessed by a jury consisting of national representatives from various organisations. 

 

The event had six local preliminary rounds. Winners of 

these rounds advanced to a national final held May 13th, 

2009, at Lusofona University. The winners of the local 

preliminary rounds were Joana Santos (FFUC), Kátia 

Marques (FFUP), João Moutinho (ISCS-N), João Romano 

(FFUL), Andreia Sandinha (Lusofona University), and Ana 

Sofia Eleutério (ISCS-EM).  

 

While every participant receives a prize, the top prize is 

awarded to the student who most efficiently solves and 

communicates the solution with respect to his or her given 

problem. The prize for first place was a portable computer, 

given by Consist. For second and third place, books related 

to health subjects were awarded. This year the prize for 

best scenario was awarded to the Faculty of Pharmacy of 

Lisbon.  

This commemorative year, the tenth edition of the Patient 

Counselling Event, will be remembered by the record-

breaking participation. 

  

Cristina Adão 

Director of the Education and Health Promotion Departament 07/08  

Associação Portuguesa de Estudantes de Farmácia (APEF) 
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Your Attention Please!!  

SEP New Database is LIVE Now!! 

Be aware that the new site is http://sep.ipsf.org  NOT www.sep.ipsf.org 

. 
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During the university holidays I left the n summer to travel to a 
ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tƻȊƴŀƴΣ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ Lt{CΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Exchange Program. Despite the chilly winter weather, I knew that I 
was going to have a fantastic time during my four weeks visit, as 
over one-sixth of the population of Poznan is students. 
My placement was in a university owned compounding pharmacy 

community. Due to the language difficulties (unfortunately my 

Polish was very limited!) I was unable to work in the front of the 

pharmacy. I did, however, work in the back and gained a lot of 

experience in extemporaneous manufacturing. I made ointments, 

creams, suspensions and mixtures as well as some preparations 

that are not commonly hand-made in Australia such as 

suppositories. I was also trained to manufacture sterile 

preparations like eye drops and ointments. Many of the techniques 

used in Poland are different to those taught or used in Australia, so 

it was very interesting to see and compare the methods. Although I did not work in the dispensary, I was able to learn 

a great deal about the different pharmacy systems and laws in Poland and participated in the day-to-day operations of 

the pharmacy. In Poland, for example, no prescription medications are labelled with the patient name or directions for 

the medication. The pharmacist counsels the patient on the medication without physically labelling any of the boxes. I 

really hoped the patients had good auditory skills and excellent memories! 

In addition to working in the pharmacy, I visited the BioFarm pharmaceutical factory in Poznan to see first hand how 

they produce and package medications. All the quality assurance procedures that are in place in the factory were 

explained to me, and I was given a guided tour through the production line. I learnt a lot from this visit and really 

appreciated the opportunity to see and hear about the logistics of a pharmaceutical company as I had not had this 

opportunity in Australia 

The University of Medical Sciences Pharmacy departments had individuals I could talk with and share information 

with, and I was invited to meet with many professors, lecturers, and PhD students during my stay. I was also informed 

about some of the pharmacy research projects currently active at the University.  An English language pharmacy 

course for International students has now been developed and I was fortunate enough to be invited to attend some 

lectures on Pharmaceutical Technology.  

My month stay in Poland was not all hard work. The Local Exchange Officer, Dorota Karmskowa, was fantastic and 

organised many sight-seeing days, a weekend trip to Krakow, many nights out in the town, and tickets to the annual 

University Medical Ball, which was a spectacular evening. During my visit I lived in the student dormitory at the 

University of Medical Sciences. I met many pharmacy and medical students and quickly became immersed in Polish 

culture and the Polish way of living.  The pharmacy students were very interested to hear about life as a pharmacy 

student in Australia. Hopefully one or more of them may come and visit Australia on exchange. 

I enjoyed my pharmacy practice in Poznan, and I really appreciated the efforts of the many students who helped 

organise this fantastic experience for me.  I would highly recommend to all students that they apply for a SEP 

placement as it was such a fantastic experience. I learnt a great deal, made a lot of new friends, and had many 

experiences and some challenges! 

Emma Simson, Australia 
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The Global Health Workforce Alliance (GHWA) 

Forum on Human Resources for Health was held 

between the 2nd and the 7th of March 2008 in 

Kampala Uganda, and one of the key themes of 

the forum was education.  

The World Health Organisation (WHO) organised 

a session on strengthening the health worker 

production pipeline. The theme of the workshop 

was a "train trip" through the different stages of 

developing health care worker, focusing on the 

experiences, challenges, strengths, and 

weaknesses he or she may face at each point. 

The organisers of the session were Mr. Hugo 

Mercer, Ms. Rebecca Bailey, from Health 

Workforce Education and Production (HEP-

WHO), and D.r Peter Walker, University of 

Ottawa, Canada. The session was chaired by Professor LM Moja, from University of the Free State, South Africa.  

The organisers of the session wanted students to be centrally involved in the discussions and to look at the process of 

education from a learner's perspective since this would be a great opportunity to have the voice of students heard.  

The aim of the session was to establish a dialogue that would identify and rectify problems associated with each stage 

that a health worker goes through in his or her training from the primary level to graduate school and beyond with the 

intention of discussing the relevant challenges and opportunities for improving the capacity and quality of health 

workforce production .  

The session brought together representatives from different sectors involved in the training of health workers to 

collectively discuss relevant challenges and opportunities for improving the capacity and quality of health workforce 

production. These participants also included students. I was invited to attend the session on behalf of IPSF.  

 

WHO, UNESCO and FIP New Tripartite Collaboration 

WHO, UNESCO, and FIP launched a new tripartite 

collaboration and higher education development 

initiative at the Global Health Workforce Alliance 

(GHWA) Forum in Kampala, Uganda.  

IPSF was represented by Nomvula Mabuza from 

South Africa to witness the event.  

 

Nomvula Mabuza IPSF (Pharmacy Student South Africa) on the right with the 
other invited students to the skills building workshop. 

from left to right Dr Manuel Dayrit (HRH Department  WHO), Dr Kamal 
Midha (President ,FIP) 
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